344. OUR SHORTCOMINGS
The lack of cleanliness among Indians, to which our Johannesburg
Correspondent refers, deserves to be pondered over by all of us. If one
glances at the newspapers of the last twenty years, one will find that
the most serious accusation against Indians has all along been about
their uncleanliness. In so far as the whites have exaggerated this charge,
we have given suitable replies. The case which our Johannesburg Cor-
respondent mentions should, however, put us to shame. That the same
room should be used for sleeping and keeping vegetables, bread, etc.,
is reprehensible. We have nothing to say against the fine imposed by
the court. Neither can we say that the offence was unwittingly com-
mitted. We want repeatedly to draw the attention of the Indians in
South Africa to such incidents. The remedy for this kind of evil should
lie in our own hands. It is not enough that we do not commit such
offences ourselves; it is our duty to persuade our neighbours, our ac-
quaintances and others whom we can influence to eschew such faults.
It would not be thought improper if we appointed committees to bring
about reforms in the matter. We believe that this should be the main
function of the associations that have been recently founded. We specially
invite the attention of the Mahomedan Association and the Hindu Sanatan
Dharma Sabha to these matters. Our big merchants, who are the true
leaders of the community, can effect many improvements in this res-
pect. To begin with, they can clean up the backyards of their stores and,
by so doing, influence the small traders and hawkers.
It will not be wrong to say that we have brought upon ourselves
certain of these stringent regulations; and if we do not wake up now, late
as it is, we shall only meet with greater severity. While talking among
ourselves, we compare our position with that of the Jews and say that,
though they live in^a more slovenly fashion, they do not have to suffer
the same inconveniences as we do. This is only a half-truth, and a
half-truth is always misleading. There is no doubt that the living habits
of poor Jews are worse than ours. But when money comes into their
hands, they can make very good use of it. Instead of hoarding wealth,
they put it to appropriate use. In Durban, in Johannesburg or in Cape
Town, wherever we look, it is quite obvious that the Jews who have
made mbney know how best to spend it; that their houses are very tidy
and elegant, and that their standards of life are high. They mix easily
with other Europeans and by doing so, they have been able to make so
much money that, in Johannesburg, they wield as much influence as the
rulers themselves. The richest persons in the world are to be found
among the Jews.
. . It is characteristic of human nature to discover, in others the faults
which are in oneself, and thus to feel complacent in the belief that